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Exodus 32:1-14 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

 I remember years ago reading about a popular Hollywood actress who gave a formal 

dinner party at her home. I have long since forgotten who she was but I remember what 

happened. She had young children at the time and as she moved about the house, preparing it for 

her guests, she child-proofed it as best she could. 

 

 In the bathroom, she laid out her finest guest towels but realized they were just too 

tempting for her kids to use. So she stuck a note on the bathroom wall above the towels 

reminding her children not to wipe their hands on them, and promised herself to remove the note 

right before guests started to arrive. 

 

 When the evening was over, she moved about the house picking up here and there, and 

was surprised to find the bathroom absolutely spotless. Nary a towel had been touched, for there, 

in plain sight for all her guests to see was that note: TOUCH THESE AND DIE! 

 

 Our gospel passage today is likewise about a dinner party – specifically, a wedding 

banquet. It has its own issues. In this case, what is problematic is the guest list. What's 

problematic for us is figuring out what this difficult parable is trying to convey. 

 

 It starts out plainly enough: Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a 

wedding banquet for his son. But from that point on the parable veers into violence and murder. 

And such is the kingdom of heaven, says Jesus. The story is told – basically – in three acts. 

 

 Act One (v.1-3): The people invited to the wedding banquet of a King’s son refuse to 

come…….not only that, but the verb tense in the Greek means they repeatedly refused to come. 

These people had been implored to come; encouraged, solicited, even begged to join the party.  

 

 Act Two (v.4-6): Those who continually refuse the invitation become violent. Some of 

them just “made light” of the wedding, but others killed the messengers! The text goes so far as 

to call them murderers. 

 

 Act Three (v.8-13): The King invites others to the feast but expels someone who is not 

properly attired. He addresses this one as “Friend” and asks how he got in without wedding 

garments. But the man has nothing to say for himself. He is thrown out after having been bound 

hand and foot. 

 

 We who are familiar with the ministry and trajectory of Jesus can figure out some of 

what’s happening here. The invited guests are the people of Israel; the ones with whom God has 

made a covenant. A covenant is a special relationship; it is fraught with love. A covenant is to a 

contract the way a marriage is to a business partnership. Both a marriage and a business 

partnership are based in relationship but a covenant, like a marriage, is much deeper. It is 

physical, intimate. This is the model of how God wants to relate to God's creation. 
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 So the invited guests who refuse to come are the people of Israel. They are the ones who 

have rejected the prophets – repeatedly – throughout their history. This dynamic of rejection and 

violence is represented by the guests who killed the king's messengers.    

 

 We get a picture of that in today's first reading. The people have rejected Moses even 

before he was finished praying on the mountain, where he enjoyed intimate union with God. It 

seems odd – even heartless – that they could be so fickle so quickly. God has just delivered them 

from slavery in Egypt; is leading them into a bright future; has been feeding them in the 

wilderness with quail in the evening and bread in the morning. 

 

 The story is compressed – to be sure. They likely weren't as callous towards God as 

quickly as it seems in the Exodus account. But how like that we are. God is for us; but we 

wonder whether that is true. God is unfolding our bright future; but we grow impatient. 

 

 The various players in the parable are getting identified: the preferred guests are the 

people of Israel; the king's messengers who are killed are the prophets; the rabble who eventually 

come to the party represent all those outside God's covenant with Israel. 

 

 As it turns out, no one is outside God's covenantal way of loving. That was what Jesus 

tried so desperately to tell the people of his time. Filthy prostitutes were not outside God's love. 

Traitorous tax collectors – Jews in league with the oppressive occupation government – were not 

outside God's love. This is too scandalous to be true! For a community that identifies itself as 

having a special relationship with God, this is crazy talk. Someone who says such things is a 

danger and a liability to the community.  

  

He must be stopped. Jesus must be silenced. We know that he was: Of such is the 

kingdom of heaven. The message of inclusion brings violence. Just ask Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The message of peace brings violence. Just ask Gandhi, who was assassinated while fasting for 

peace between Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan. Jesus said that he himself would be a cause of 

violence: "I have not come to bring peace, but a sword" (Matthew 10:34). If you want to live in 

the kingdom of heaven, there will be conflict from those who don't want inclusion and peace.  

 

 But there's more to the parable. Remember the one who didn’t bother to dress 

appropriately? He wasn’t just asked to leave; he was thrown out. After all this talk about 

inclusion……God's love…..peace: we have this horrible scene of someone being physically 

ejected. He hadn't even murdered anyone, like others in the story. 

 

 The story turns on this one. He is at the center of the drama. 

 

Think of the parable – for a moment – from a different perspective; perhaps from God's 

perspective. It contains the word “invited” or “invite” four times:  

 

"He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited; again he sent other slaves saying, ‘Tell 

those who have been invited; the wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy; go 

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find." 
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 The invitation pours out. It just doesn’t stop. Over and over again the invitation is issued. 

This is God at God’s most vulnerable. “Won’t you please come to me?” 

 

 You have probably heard the story of the old farmer and his wife. They were driving to 

town one day in their old pick-up when the wife said, "Remember how we used to drive in this 

truck so close together, side by side?" And the old farmer said, "I haven't moved."  

 

 And she continued, "But you never say you love me. In all these years of marriage, I 

haven't ever heard you say, 'I love you." And the old farmer said, "I told you I loved you on our 

wedding day. If anything changes, I'll let you know." 

 

 This is not a picture of God's love. God's love is fresh every morning……fresh every 

moment. When we move away from God, God moves with us.  

 

 There is a different old farmer and his wife. They, too, were out driving one day in their 

pick-up truck. Eventually a police cruiser fell in line behind them. The officer followed closely 

as the truck made its way through town, turning right then left then right and left again. Finally, 

the officer turned on his flashing lights and siren and the old couple pulled over. 

 

 The officer said to the man, "Sir, I have been watching you closely. Every time you make 

a turn you only look one way. You only look to your left. You need to look both ways before 

making a turn. How come you never look right?" 

 

 And the man said, "That's mama's job." 

 

 That's a better picture of God's love. We have a job and a role. Our job is to participate 

with God in relationship. Our role is beloved. We are the beloved.  

  

 When we neglect our job and our role we miss out. God doesn't throw us out. Life throws 

us out. Our very own lives throw us out because we chose to live without recourse to something 

far greater than us. This is life lived superficially – at a level of continual distraction. Humans 

can actually live their whole lives in constant distraction from one meaningless worry to another.  

 

 There is a better way to live. Our job is to find that way as only we can in God; in love; in 

pure existence and possibility. Our role in life is to learn that we are beloved. It is actually a very 

hard lesson. It takes a lifetime to learn. You are the beloved. So am I! 

  

 The invitation has gone out to all who care to listen. Those Jesus refers to as "chosen" – 

many are chosen – are any of us who respond, and keep responding. 

 

Amen. 


