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Acts 11:1-18 

Revelation 21:1-6 

John 13:31-35 

 

 It is very difficult to preach about love. I’m not sure why. Perhaps because each of us has 

our own idea of what love is. But when we try to put those ideas into words, we stumble. Or we 

revert to sentiment. That’s the stuff you find in greeting cards, especially around Mother’s Day. 

Sentiment is a feeling, as in: “I feel loved by my dog.” There’s no denying that! But that’s not 

what Jesus had in mind in today’s gospel passage. 

 

 He says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.” A new 

commandment? Hasn’t Jesus been fairly straightforward all along about love? When asked 

which [one] was the greatest commandment he said, “Love.” “Love God with all your heart, 

mind and soul.” And then he gave a bonus answer: “And the second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.” 

 

 What could possibly be new about this new commandment that he’s been teaching all 

along? I don’t think the commandment is all that new. What’s new is the qualifier he adds: 

“Love one another as I have loved you.” Jesus is forcing us – if you will – to examine how he 

loves and to imitate it.  

 

 He gives this new-but-not-new command at the Last Supper. It is just hours before his 

crucifixion. The timing necessitates a reminder to his friends to love one another, because just 

around the corner is coming betrayal, denial, abandonment. Those who have been following 

Jesus now for several years are about to see each other at their worst. And Jesus tells them to 

keep on loving, not hating. 

 

 As difficult as it is to talk about love – because we all have so many different ideas on the 

topic – the same can’t be said for hate. We all know what that is. Maybe we can get a better 

picture of what this love is that Jesus commands by talking about someone we hate. Let’s pick 

someone we all hate. How about Judas Iscariot? 

 

 Sure enough, Judas is there at the Last Supper although he doesn’t stay for the duration. 

Our passage for today even names him. It reads, “At the last supper, when Judas had gone out.” 

It is only after Judas has left that Jesus gives his commandment. 

 

 Theologian Frederick Niedner wonders about the way the disciples should now love one 

another having just heard this commandment. “Did any of them go out into the night looking for 

Judas in order to extend him that love? Did anyone fear for him, miss him, or try, even after he 

brought soldiers to Gethsemane, to bring him back into the fold? Did anyone think to talk him 

out of his shame, his anger, his rapidly deepening hell?”1 

                                                           
1 Frederick Neidner, “Proclaiming a Crucified Eschaton,” (Institute for Liturgical Studies, Valparaiso University, 

copyright 1998), pp. 10-14. Found online at: http://girardianlectionary.net/reflections/year-c/easter5c/ 
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No one found Judas that night. To this day no one has found him. He is still out there, 

forsaken by every generation of disciples since that long-ago Thursday night; the night the new 

commandment was uttered. We commemorate Judas and what he did at every Eucharist when 

we say, “Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed. . . ..” We remember what he did 

but we do not speak his name. We have not searched for him. We have not found him. His place 

at the Lord’s Table remains empty.2 

It’s easy to hate. And perfectly justifiable. But Jesus says love. Jesus doesn’t say, “Love 

everyone, except Judas.” Jesus doesn’t say love everyone, except Muslims. Love everyone, 

except those who want to cross our borders. Except those who are LGBTQ. Except those who 

are handicapped, are terrorists; are members of a different political party. 

 

The new commandment is to love as Jesus loved. That’s the new piece: love as Jesus 

loved. And you have two options. Jesus loved so much that he was willing to die. Jesus loved so 

much that he was willing to wash feet. One represents sacrificial, principled love. The other 

represents care and relationship.  

 

The cross is the ultimate sacrifice. The cross is an 18-year-old boy named Kendrick 

Castillo who died about two weeks ago trying to save his fellow classmates from a school 

shooter. “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” [John 

15:13].  

 

That passage is found only once in the gospels. But the foot-washing is recounted in all 

four. Maybe if someone had cared enough about that school shooter Kendrick would be alive 

today. Maybe the basin and the towel mean making real mental health options available to those 

on the borders of emotional, psychological well-being.  

 

This kind of love is called kenosis, or self-emptying. It is the way the Father loves the 

Son and the Son loves the Spirit and the Spirit loves the Father and Son. This is a constant flow 

of love; a constant emptying and being refilled. It’s a kind of love that makes no distinctions. It 

doesn’t judge. It certainly doesn’t condemn. 

 

Author and Episcopal priest Cynthia Bourgeault says, “In whatever life circumstance, 

Jesus always responded with the same motion of self-emptying. It is the motion of descent: going 

lower, taking the lower place, not the higher one.”3 

 

In washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus literally had to take the lower place: on the 

floor, near their feet. Much ink has been spilled over the centuries on how extraordinary it was 

for a leader of that culture – a religious teacher – to do a servant’s job. Right after doing this, 

Judas left the table.  

 

Jesus washed the feet of Judas before Judas left. Might Jesus still want Judas to come 

back to the table? Would we welcome Judas if he should return? 

                                                           
2 Ibid. 
3 Richard Rohr, “Self-Emptying: Kenosis,” December 10, 2017, https://cac.org/kenosis-2017-12-10/, 


