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Joel 2:23-32 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

 This week is Halloween. So we need to start with a good Halloween riddle: In what part 

of the house will a ghost not go? The living room! Halloween is actually my least favorite 

holiday. It’s become so associated with gore and slasher movies and bloody zombie wars. But 

the next day is my most favorite holiday: All Saints Day. I love the sense of being surrounded by 

all those who have gone on to life after life, both in my personal circle of knowing, and in the 

church’s knowing. 

 

 Like Paul. Saint Paul. We hear from him today as he is approaching the end of life, so he 

speaks in the past tense: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.” What a wise way to view one’s own life. If we change it to the present tense, we get a 

workable design for living. “I am fighting the good fight. I am running the race. I am keeping the 

faith.”  

 

In whatever work you do, there’s struggle. Not necessarily conflict but certainly 

disagreement can be part of one’s work life. In any task we undertake there is a certain wrestling, 

within ourselves, just to make the work happen. Ernest Hemingway has said there is nothing to 

writing: just sit at your typewriter and bleed. This struggle makes up the good fight. Fight the 

good fight. 

 

Run the race. This doesn’t mean the “rat race.” It means that we have a life force that is 

always energized. It is always on like an engine. If it weren’t, we wouldn’t be alive. Running the 

race means we are to use our time – or life-time – the best way we know how. How you live your 

day is how you live your life. Does it bring you fulfillment? Satisfaction? Wholeness? How you 

run your race is up to you. 

 

And keep the faith. Since we’re in church our minds go immediately to our religious 

faith. But this can apply to any endeavor we believe in. Any conviction we hold. Any passion 

that moves us. Keep those things; tend them well. If we lose them, our convictions in particular, 

we cease to be who we are. For example, I believe with every fiber of my being that all people 

should be treated with dignity. If I were to yield this conviction; if I were somehow to come to 

agreement with the voices that insist certain groups of people should be ostracized and 

demeaned, then I would not be me.  

 

Since we are people of religious faith, this three-fold blueprint for life takes on even 

deeper meaning. Our prayer life; our spiritual practices; attending to worship, fellowship, 

Christian witness and service – all necessitate that we fight the fight; run the race; keep the faith. 

Because all these things pertain to our relationship with God. 

 

One’s relationship with God can be thought of in many ways. Protestants like to speak of 

walking with God. Mystics talk about union with God. Members of the Eastern Orthodox 

churches consider divinization – the process of becoming so much like God that we become 

divine. 
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In whatever way you think about relationship with God, there are those moments that 

come along in life when you may feel inspired to go deeper. You can either yearn to have more 

intimacy with God or to do more for God’s work and will in the world.  

 

And that’s a wonderful place to be – wanting to grow closer to God or wanting to do 

more for the sake of God. Arriving there usually means some kind of reordering of your life. 

Maybe you decide to become more involved at church. There’s outreach, altar guild, Eucharistic 

Visitations, and more. It is holy work. All of it.  

 

Maybe wanting more of God in your life takes the path of deeper spiritual practices. You 

might decide to start giving thanks before every meal. Or to read Compline before falling asleep 

every night. Compline is a very short prayer service found in the Prayer Book. Perhaps you 

determine to go on a retreat or take a class. Maybe you decide to increase the amount of money 

you give to charity or to the church. 

 

They say that God never really gets into our lives until God gets unto our wallets. I think 

that’s true. Because so much of our life revolves around money. It is the source of our survival. 

For most of us, it is our only source of survival. When we yield part of our very survival to God, 

that’s real. 

 

And as with all things in the spiritual life, there is a progression here. There is 

opportunity for growth. Most of us start at a place of total control over our funds. We start out as 

consumers. We have money – most of us – because we’ve worked for it. And we retain control 

of our purse strings. Where giving money to church is concerned, we weigh and measure just 

how much value church has in our lives in deciding what amount to give. Writing a monthly 

check to the church is like paying the utility bill. 

 

We can progress to a more liberal outlook and become more generous givers, but perhaps 

not consistently. There has to be some urgent, dramatic reason to give. At this stage, my heart is 

more open and sensitive. I am more attuned to God in my life. I am allowing God to make me 

aware of what the needs are around me. 

 

Then there is the stage where God doesn’t need to do this. We come to the place where 

God is first in our personal financial priorities, even before the utility bill, or retirement savings, 

or the kids’ college tuition. This is livin’ on the edge because those obligations must still be met. 

This is where we fight the fight, run the race, and keep the faith. 

 

Those who are successful in arriving at this place report feeling increased closeness to 

God. There’s a sense of relying more concretely on God even for financial wellbeing. These are 

the ones who believe all they have is a gift from God; that life is about using their gifts and 

talents as God guides, not as a means of consuming or of gaining social status. These are the 

stewards. 
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Some years before I went to seminary, I considered joining a religious order. I attended a 

day-long orientation at the motherhouse of an order I have long since forgotten the name of. I 

was a Roman Catholic at the time and eventually told my priest that I had attended this event. He 

looked at me squarely and said, “You are not becoming a nun.” So I didn’t. 

 

But I remember one story in particular that was told to us by the nuns. It was in the 

context of how to live this life without undue attachment to the world. We heard about a man 

who inherited a vast estate of land with orchards and livestock who chose not to live like he 

owned any of those things. He could have lavished money on himself but instead he ate simply, 

drove an old car, and had a working-man’s wardrobe. He believed that the estate had been 

entrusted to him by his forebears and that he was responsible for it because many others 

depended on it for their livelihoods. He was a true steward. 

 

Maybe there’s yet another progression in how to relate to money spiritually. I haven’t 

found it yet. But I see glimpses of it from time to time. Like overhearing a priest say his personal 

goal was to give to the church at least as much as he gave to the government. If you’re taxed at 

the 25% rate, that’s quite a lot! 

 

I also know of people who talk about trying to “out-give” God. They say you can’t do it. 

It always comes back to you in some fashion. I have tried this from time to time. Make a really 

big donation to something or other and sure enough, you can’t out-give God. This kind of 

donating is always in addition to my tithe, because the tithe is the starting point of faithfulness. 

That’s something I’ve heard our new bishop, Kym Lucas, say often. The tithe is the start of 

faithfulness. 

 

This is the time of year when churches all over the country ask their members for 

financial support. It is budget season. Rather than thinking in terms of income and expense, I like 

to think of spiritual growth. Money is only one of many tools – a very important tool – in our 

project of fighting the good fight, running the race and keeping the faith. 

 


