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 We all know what paranoia is. It’s a condition in which people feel like others are out to 

get them. It’s a terrible condition. These people scan the horizon constantly anticipating who or 

what is going to trip them up next. They’re suspicious and slow to build trust. That’s not at all 

how Jesus lived but if anyone had a right to be paranoid, it was him. He didn’t need to feel like 

others were out to get him, they actually were! 

 

 We see one group at it today: the Sadducees. You could say this religious sect was the 

Fundamentalists of their time. They did not believe in resurrection, because it wasn’t in their 

Bible – the Torah – the first five books of Moses. It’s also called the Law. So, they ask Jesus a 

phony question about resurrection, which they don’t believe in, just to entrap him. 

 

 Then there’s the Pharisees. They would have been more like the Liberal Protestants of 

today. They believe in the Law and the Prophets. To the Sadducees these folks were heretics! 

After all, what the Prophets wrote was an interpretation of the Law – or at least a history of how 

the people followed the Law. And Fundamentalists, like the Sadducees, are generally not at all 

keen on having the Bible interpreted for them.  

 

 It was the Pharisees who brought to Jesus a woman caught in adultery and informed him 

she should be stoned to death. If he said no, he would disavow Jewish law; if he said yes, he 

would disavow his own stand on compassion and forgiveness. What did he do? We all know! He 

affirmed the law but added a condition: “Let the man who is without a similar sin cast the first 

stone.” 

 

 Then there were the chief priests and the scribes, who were employees of the priests. The 

scribes would have been like chancellors in the Episcopal Church or other highly-structured 

church body – they’re lawyers. So, the chief priests and lawyers ask Jesus if it is lawful for Jews 

to pay taxes to Caesar. It’s hard to imagine a more loaded question. If he says yes, he’s a Roman 

sympathizer – effectively a traitor. If he says no, he would be breaking civil law which all 

subjects of Rome had to follow, regardless of their religion. What did he do? We know this one, 

too. “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s (because his likeness is stamped on all the currency) and 

give to God what is God’s.” 

 

 In every one of these pointed, hostile confrontations, Jesus dignifies all who question him 

by giving them an answer. On topic. On point. He isn’t defensive. He doesn’t return hostility for 

hostility. And in each case, the answer reveals something more expansive about God. Each 

answer is an epiphany – an “ah-ha” moment of revelation. Each one of the people hearing those 

answers should have gone home more fully aligned with God – having more light in their lives; 

more of God’s warmth in their chests.  
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 I hope they went home filled with a sense of wonder about God. About God’s justice – 

that a prostitute wasn’t going to be executed by the men who were likely her customers. About 

God’s unfailing presence with us even if we are the citizens of an oppressive economy. We may 

be citizens of the government but we belong to God. 

 

In today’s passage, the Sadducees were given a remarkable insight into what life after life 

will be like. We won’t be giving or given in marriage. Worldly things will be in our past. We 

will be alive to God and in God. This must have jammed their circuits. They were so care-laden 

about following the law – about trying to be perfect – that they forgot God is bigger than even 

the Law, as wonderful as it is.       

 

Jesus was good at jamming people’s circuits. Blowing their doors off. Even those who 

came to him with sincere questions, not ones designed to trip him up. Nicodemus – a Pharisee1 

by the way – came because he was genuinely curious about Jesus. To him Jesus revealed deep 

truth: to know Spirit, you must be of Spirit. Nicodemus was a seeker. So was the rich young 

man. To him Jesus revealed personal truth: you must sell all you own because you are too 

attached to your possessions. God will never be meaningful in your life if you are too distracted. 

 

In all these encounters, Jesus unveils something about God – whether it’s a deep ineffable 

truth or one that’s personal to how we are relating to God. Most of us who have had an encounter 

with Jesus can affirm this. He has led us more deeply, more personally into God. 

 

That doesn’t mean we know everything. Like in our first reading, the one from the 

prophet Haggai. God says, “I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 

and I will shake all the nations.” I don’t know what that means. And I don’t particularly like the 

sound of it. It sounds scary. I’m sure some Bible scholar can explain it or diagram it out. But 

there are many things just too wonderful for us to understand. And I’m OK with that. 

 

You can’t describe the color red to someone who was born blind. We can’t know what 

awaits us in our life with God, both now, and in life-after-life. But we can be certain that it will 

exceed all we have ever imagined, all we have lost, and all we have ever wanted. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 John 3:1 


