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Presentation of our Lord 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40 
Psalm 84 
 
“No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. O Lord of hosts, 
happy are they who put their trust in you!” 
 
Today, February 2, is the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord. According to Jewish law, the 
firstborn male child belonged to God, and the parents had to "buy him back" on the 40th day 
after his birth, by offering a sacrifice of "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons" in the 
temple. On that same day, the mother would be ritually purified so she could rejoin the 
worshiping community. It was a big deal for the new parents. 
 
So let’s imagine the scene that we heard described by Luke. Mary and Joseph, new parents, 
perhaps still unsure of how to handle an infant, had traveled about 6 miles, on foot, to the 
Jerusalem temple, with baby Jesus, just over 1 month old. Mary and Joseph were undoubtedly 
sleep deprived, a bit overwhelmed by the gravity of this act,  and in awe of entering the temple 
for this sacred ceremony.  
 
As Mary and Joseph make their way into the temple, Simeon, a total stranger, rushes up to 
them and reverently takes Jesus from the arms of Mary. Can you imagine? What insight allowed 
her to even let go of her baby. Simeon stands there, holding the infant Jesus, and he is 
overcome with the absolute knowledge that God has fulfilled God’s promise to Israel. 
 
Now, not all of us are parents here, but my guess is that the vast majority of you have held an 
infant. Can you remember the awe of that moment, of feeling the weight, feeling the life, the 
warmth, the special perfume of a newborn? It is not the same as holding an 8 pound sack of 
flour. You feel the movement, watch the tiny chest rise and fall, look into the eyes of this 
precious gift from God. There is awe, and gratitude, and love, and hope, all wrapped up in that 
simple act of holding new life in one’s arms.  
 
That’s what Simeon experienced as he held the infant Jesus. But Simeon, a devout man of faith, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, knew this infant was special. He proclaims to God, my life is 
complete! You promised to send the Messiah and here he is! I am holding him in my own arms!  
 
Simeon proclaims! 

Lord, you now have set your servant free 
 To go in peace as you have promised. 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 
 Whom you have prepared for all the world to see. 
A Light to enlighten the nations, 
 And the glory of your people Israel. 
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That passage is known as the Song of Simeon, or in Latin, Nunc Dimittis. It is a part of the 
evening service of Compline and is also a favorite for use in funerals. Let me read it again, from 
a different translation.1 
 

Lord, let your servant now rest in peace, 
For you have kept your promise. 
With my own eyes I see the salvation  
You prepared for all the peoples, 
A light of revelation for the Gentiles 
And glory to your people, Israel. 

 
In that moment, Simeon surrendered everything to God. Nothing else mattered because the 
light of Christ had been given to the world. Simeon shares the promise of the prophets, that 
when one lives in the light of Christ, and uses it as a torch to illumine the way ahead, there is no 
darkness. There is no need to fear. “Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as 
you have promised.” 
 
Although that passage is often used in funerals, it is more than a blessing for the dead, it is a 
statement of confidence that God has given us, through Christ, the capacity know the peace 
which passes all understanding. 
 
Simeon’s Song is God’s gift to us every time we approach this communion rail. Coming with 
nothing in our hands, we reach out to experience the same living, breathing, presence of Christ 
which Simeon experienced. We hold out our hands to receive that which has become holy and 
sacred through our collective prayers. We experience, through our senses, a reminder that God 
is present, and all is well. 
 
The fraction anthem we sing immediately after the bread is broken, is Simeon’s song. 

 
Jesus Christ, bread of life, 
Those who come to you will not hunger. 
Jesus Christ, risen Lord, 
Those who trust in you will not thirst. 
 

I will admit to you that those lines are my favorite part of our service. As the bread is broken, so 
that it can be shared, we sing of our confidence in God’s goodness. (And I always turn off my 
microphone so I can sing along!) Then we participate in the ritual, touching, tasting, 
experiencing the physical presence of Christ, just as Simeon did. And we walk away with perfect 
trust. Right? Oh don’t we wish! 
 

                                                      
1 TNIV 
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The perfect trust of Simeon’s Song means surrendering our fears and setting aside all the things 
which keep us from a peaceful daily existence. It is so much easier said than done! That’s 
especially true when things are changing and we can’t see clearly what’s ahead. So for us, here 
today, on this first Sunday without Nature, it’s hard not to be a bit uneasy about the future. 
Things are already changing. Just look over there, our percentage of male clergy has jumped 
from 25% to 33%, in just one week! And I think next week it’s going to be 100%! 
 
This is a time of transition, something this parish has not experienced for a very long time. This 
is our own time of epiphany, of revealing how God wants to continue to work through this 
parish. And how perfect it is, that on this first Sunday of a new chapter in the life of Nativity, we 
have such wonderful biblical characters to inspire us on our way. Simeon spoke of total trust 
and hope, despite the fact that he predicts troubling times ahead in the life of Jesus and his 
family. But there’s another character in today’s gospel story who also has a message for us.  
 
Anna was also in the temple that day. She is the only New Testament female prophet. There’s 
reason enough to pay close attention to what she has to say! The gospel writer tells us that she 
was of a great age, and that she had experienced hardship, sorrow, loneliness, and loss. She 
was extremely pious, constantly faithful in prayer and worship. She prayed alone, and she 
prayed with others. And she also recognized the infant Jesus as the Promised One.  
 
The gem of Anna’s piety is that she is showing us that those who pray best together, first pray 
alone. We will be praying every Sunday for our search process, but all of us need to be holding 
those who are involved in the search in our individual, daily prayers. Your daily prayers will  
strengthen our corporate prayer, and foster a desire to encourage each other with a sense of 
confidence and trust. Prayer works, and I truly believe that the power of prayer in this 
congregation is a might force which will carry us through the times of doubt, concern and fear 
which are practically unavoidable. But the unavoidable need not dominate! Remember the 
story of the wise elder teaching his son that there are two wolves living in each of us, and they 
compete with each other for dominance. One wolf is trust, hope, love, and gratitude. The other 
wolf is selfishness, suspicion, skepticism and doubt. The son asks which wolf wins this inner 
competition. His elder replies, “the one you feed.” Let us feed our individual hope and trust 
through prayer. And in the context of Christian fellowship, let us feed it in each other as well.  
 
As we enter this time of transition, there is new work to be done. We’ll be doing a 
comprehensive parish survey to get your input. And we’ll create a document, or profile, to 
proclaim openly and honestly, who we are and what we are looking for in our new rector. There 
will be a time for gathering resumes, and a time for researching candidates, and interviews. And 
there will be lulls in the action when it seems like nothing is happening. But our vestry is 
committed to making this as open and transparent a process as confidentiality restrictions will 
allow. And whatever it looks like on the surface, there will never be a time when nothing is 
happening. Because, through it all, however long it takes, we will continue being the people and 
congregation we are. We are a group filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit. The fact that 
we all feel so invested in this church is a testament, not to any one individual, but to the fact 
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that Christ is alive and well and working through everyone who worships in this space. I know 
you feel it, or you wouldn’t be here.  
 
The Psalm we prayed this morning says it perfectly. “No good thing will the Lord withhold from 
those who walk with integrity. O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!” 
 
 
 
 


